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Collapse of the gods.
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"HEN the Aryan settlers in India had arrived
at the conviction that all their Devas or gods
were mere names, we might imagine that they would
have turned away in despair and disgust from what
for ages they had adored and worshipped. Whether
they had been deceived or had deceived themselves,
the discovery that their old gods, their Indra, and
Agni, and Varuna, were names and nothing but
names, was most likely to have produced on them the
same impression as when the Greeks saw the temples
of their gods demolished, or when the Germans .stood
by to see their sacred oaks felled, neither Apollo
nor Odin appearing to avenge the sacrilege. But
the result was totally different from what we should
have expected. With the Greeks and Romans and
Germans we know that their ancient gods, when
their course was run, either disappeared altogether,
or, if their existence could not be entirely annihilated,
were degraded into evil and mischievous spirits; while
there was at the same time a new religion, namely
Christianity, ready at hand, and capable of supplying
those cravings of the heart which can never be en-
tirely suppressed.

In India there was no such religion coming, as it
were, from outside, in which the  Brahuians,  after